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HARRISON TO BLAME

For the Non-Enforcem-
ent of City Fire Or-

dinances Applicable to All Chicago

Theaters.

With Nothing Else to Do but En- -

force the Laws, He Enforced
None of Them.

The Mayor Should Be Held Responsible for
the Loss of Nearly a Thousand

Lives.

Even After the Disaster He Says that the
Iroquois Theater Was Chicago's

Safest.

If the Iroquois Theater Was the Safest
One, the Others Were

Pretty Bad.

The expected lias happened.
For over u year Thu Fagle has been

callliiK nttfiitlon. nearly every week,

,to tlii fni't tlmt Mayor Harrison avus

not enforcing tho lire ordinances ji- -

. phcnble to theaters. .u.,.v,,s.
Fvon III Inst Avook's piipor. printed

before tin? Iroquois holocaust, The
Kngle, uniler tlie heading of "Awirehy
Is Mayor," contained tho following

Hem:
Wlmt about the Invi'Htlcntlnii of the con-

dition of the tlieiitfi-H- Tlie public lm ni

mote htiuwli'ilue now than It lunl before the1

trundle with tliu uriift "committee whether
all tlii'Kc ImllilliiKH are tltvproof or not.

The Ragle hut over anil over again

called attention to the carolessuoss of
the Harrison atlnilulHtratlon In HiIh re-

gard.
Xo attention wan ever paid to the

matter by tho Mayor or his npHdnteos.
To nkuiiy at the City Hall the tire

ordlnanee applicable to theaters ap-

pears to have heeu iihoi! as a elnli to,

compel (the theaters to give up It next

i heats on free passes to City Hall
people. i

The Mayor, since IiIm llrst election
nearly seven years iiijo, has never
bothered .himself about enforcing city
ordinances.

Ho has leen eontent to draw 10,000

n yeiir for the tlmt Job, public or prl-- '
vate, that he Iiuh ever held In bin life.
' Holng a man without any private
business or profession to attend to,

one would think that he, of all others,
would have time to devote to his, of.
llclal duties sutllcleut to see that the
ordinance, safeguarding the lives of
our citizens, were properly enforced.

lint he has enforced none of lljoin.

Whenever the City Council has tti U- -

fciioii a vacation, he has left town.
"mW lie loves to loaf.

When thu Iroquois lire was burning
up almost u thousand of his follow
citizens, the .Mayor was "hunting in

Oklahoma."
Under this man Harrison's disgrace-

ful administration tho subordinate
of the city government have

been permitted to run themselves.
(Jral't lias held sway, and holds

sway In uvcry department of thu city.
When an "lection approaches, thu

Mayor sots up a yell that "tho streets
belong to the people" and Bets jo- -

elected under false promise..
After election lio relapse Into his

cold-bloode- d sloth and gives up thn
streets to thugs nnd the people to tho
Haines!

Ho Is tho only Mayor In all Chris-
tendom under avIiomi iidmlulstr.itlou
decent burial has been denied to tho
honored dead.
.Under tho reign of this demagogue

ns Mayor, Ave havo Been, within thu
'.pa&t month, funeral Htopped, hearses

attacked In tho streets, and mourners
compelled to walk to funerals, for lack
of pollco protection.

Returning from his "limit, lug" bum

to Oklahoma on Xew Year's day. this
cold blooded creature had the effront-ei- y

to Miy In mi Interview in the nub-Jt- c

press, about the theater which
no other Mayor would have permitted
to open:

"The Iro(ttols Theater was the saf-
est In the city."

What mi admission!
If tho Iroquois Theater was the saf-

est in the city what of the others?
Why were they permitted to run?
Mayor Harrison was Informed by

the Uulldlin; Commissioner, Oeorge
Williams, months ao that the theaters
were violating thu laws and ordi-
nances. .

Did Harrison act upon this report
by enforcing the laws and ordinances?

Xo. He shirked his duty entirely
ami turned the whole report over to
the City Council!'

The City Council was not elected to
enforce the laws.

Harrison was elected to enforce'
them.

What then avus bis object in hand-lu- g

the report over to the City Coun-
cil?

Did he wish to have the City Coun-
cil repeal the ordinances which the
theaters were violating?

It certainly looks like It.

if Chief of Police. O'Neill made a
report to the Mayor to the effect tlmt J

saloons wero violating the law, or that
hand books were running ' in Home
places, would thu Mayor send the re-lor- t

to tho City Council?
The truth appears to bo that Harri-

son did not want to enforce the ordi-
nances in regard to theaters.

If he ha A he could have done so.

The following sections of the build-
ing ordinance of the city of Chicago
were violated hi the construction or
tlie Iroquois Theater. The Harrison
administration permitted thesu vlohn
tlous:

Section HIS of the ordinance passed
.March MS, ltmSs

Frontage of Clus IV., seating over!
800. ulldlngs of Class IV. of great-
er seating capacity than NH and all
buildings of Class V. shall face upon
three open spaces, 'of which at least
one shall be a public street, while the
two others, If not stieets, must be jmlh
lie or privato alleys of a width of not
less than ten feet eaclu

Tho Iroquois Theater practically had
but ouo legal face that on the alley
to tho north. The entrance was oh
Itandolph street, but that entrance
practically Avas Independent of the
theater simply a long lobby connect-
ing tho theater Avlth the street, thu
theater proper being situated at the
rear of tho oilier buildings. The third
frontage required does not exist, al-

though at present there Is a vacant
space west of the theater (a sheer
wall broken only by big stage doors)
and on this spacu an oillco building
Is to stand.

.Section 182 Construction of tho
Stage.

Tho framing of tho tloorlng of tho
very stage upon wliloli movable scen-
ery N to bo used shall bo of lion or
hteel. Tho Rtago lion- - may bo of
wood, lint not less than threo nnd
three-fourth- s Inches thlckiv Thu entire
iloor construction and iloor of iiy
galleries, nnd rigging lofts and nil

(Coiitluucd on pago Four.)

REMEMBER!
- s r m. j -

This Is the Mayor Who Did Not Enforce the Building and Fire Ordi-
nances, and Who Appointed Politicians to the Head of the

Building Department in Violation of the Law.
Section UOS of tlie ordinance creating the Department of Itulldlugs, says:
"There Is hereby created the oillco of Commissioner of Itiilhllugs, who shall be thu head of said Department of

Iluildluus. and SHAM, Hi: AX KXI'F.ltlKXCF.D AUCHITCCl' OK lUMI.DKIt.
Xow whom did Carter II. Harrison appoint and hold ji- - bond of this most Important department for Mx years of

hislcrniV "

.lames McAndrows mid l'eter Kloibassa. neither of whom aviis either an architect or a builder.
Mr. MeAudrewM was u most agreeable gentleman and lourteoiis otltclal, but he was not an architect or a

builder. Ills business expeiience was tils association with bis fat her in the metal business. He was appointed Com-
missioner of llulldliigs because Mr. Harrison needed ids political assistance.

Mr. Kloibassa aviis never an architect nor builder. He aviis a policeman In 1872: a clerk In the Custom House
for many years; a representative In the legislature. City Trcasuier and Alderman. Ills only "outside business" was
"real estate and Insurance." He aviis appointed by Mr. HariNon.because of his alleged control of the Polish vote.

Harrison Is the only Mayor who has persistently violated the otdlnauce creating this oillco. Heru are thu rec-
ords of the Mayors and ltulldlug Commissioners for the past twent.v-ll- e yeais.

Mayor.
Harrison Senior. 187 1SS"

.lohn A. Itoche. 1SS7 18SII

Dewltt O. Cregler. 18.SH 18H1

Hempstead Washhuruc. 1SIU 1SIU

Harrison Senior. lblM
.lohn P. Hopkins. US'.KI INC.
(leorge H. Swift. 1S!). 1S!7
Carter II. Harrison. 18P7 Unit

1IHM 1IMI2

Ittni' iihki
llKKI

Msmjt

llulldlug C'ommls-lotie- r.

....Alexander KlrUlaud

. . . . W. Kdbrooke
M.
O'Neill

udrew Tooleu
. 11.

MeAudiews
, . . . Kloibassa
, ...C. H. Harrison
, ...Oeorge

During tho Kloibassa administration, St. Luke's Sanitarium, the Lincoln Hotel and places burned up
with groat loss of life. Hut the great public optcry against his holding the llulldlug Commissloucrshlp went
up, Kloibassa resigned that Job and aviis promptly appointed to another Job as member of the Local Hoard of Im-
provements salary IH.IHMI pur year. He Is there yet.

During Harrison's the Orpheum Theater burned.
During tho Harrison political administration of the llulldlug Department, tlie Columbia Theater burned up, the

whole place being destroyed In a few minutes. Fortunately there was no performance at the time. If there had
been, lives would have been lost at least.

After fatal tire under tho present Harrison administration, the City Council has gone Into hysterics with
amendments to the building ordinance. The published records of the Council proceedings bear this fact out.

When the excitement blew over things went on as usual,
So they will go on now.
Tlie Iroquois victims will remain unavenged nnd will coon be forgotten by Mayor Harrison and bis gang of

cheap Aldermen. Hut two new made graves and the same number of desolated homes will continue to cry for ven-
geance!

Following are the provisions of the Illinois laws and thu charter of the city of Chicago under which the Mayor
Is responsible:

tieneral Duties Sec. 10: "He shall perform nil such duties as or may be proscribed by law or by the city ordl-nance- s,

AND SHALL TAKF, CAltK THAT TIIK LAWS AXD OltDINANCKS AltlJ FAITHFULLY
Starr V Curtis statutes, chap. JI, on Cities, etc., art. II., par. 21. page IIS'J.

Misfeasance of Mayor or Other Olllcer Sec. 1 1: "In case the Mayor or municipal olllcer shall at any time
be guilty of a palpable omission of duty, or shall Nvlllfiilly and corruptly be guilty of oppiesslou, malcoudiict, or

In the discharge of the duties of his oillco, he shall lit liable to Indictment in any court of competent Jurisdic-
tion, and, on conviction, shall be lined In a sum not exceeding 1.1100, and tho court In which such conviction shall
be had shall enter an order removing such olllcer from oillco."

One of tlu' Muynr'rt pals, Alderman
Mavor, does not share In the Mnyor.'s
Idea that the Iroquois was the safest
theater in Chicago.

Here Is AVhat Mavor said about tho
Iroquois, after tho tire:

"This theater should never have
been allowed to open because the law
commands that In every theater tlie
gallery shall be provided Avlth a sep-

arate stairway loading directly to the
street. Ileie the gallery patrons were
obliged to use tho same exits it tho
balcony patrons."

A cheaper or meaner body than the
Chicago Common Council It Avouhl be
haul to.tlud anywhoie. Xot a word of
piolest was uttered at Monday night's
meeting of that body over the failure
of tho mayor to enforco tho lire oull-nanc- e

governing theaters. Xot a single
alderman had tho courage to present a
resolution Impeaching the mayor, Yet
every citizen of Chicago Avould have
said Amen! to such a resolution,

The mayor has been cleared by Her
tnaiiii and Mlnwegnn, anyway.

Whenever Mayor. Harrison is acctiS'

rys

.1.

.....lohn Duiiphy

....Louis
.1.

...S. Klseudrath

....!icph Downey
lames
Peter

lading)
Williams

other
when

1,(100
every

other

ed ot palpable negleit of duty ho ap-

points a Council Committee to Avhltu-was-

him.

All the Council Investigators on

earth will not bring back to life the
lii'O of our people burned through Har-
rison's neglect to enforce the laws.

The Idea of tho mayor and aldermen
Investigating their own shortcomings
Is as disgraceful as it Is Ilnrrhoulau.

Xow for tho whitewash!

Is Coroner Traeger trying to Avhlte-wa-- h

tho mayor? It certainly looks
like it.

Coroner Traoger must toiucmhcr
Unit his llrst duty is to the public
not to Haiiisou.

The mayor's friends want his caso
considered by a special grand Jury,
composed of Harrison men,

Tlio dally nowsnanors mnv excuse
their Mayoral pet, but the thousauds

Occupation.
Architect
Architect

llullder
llullder
llullder

Architect
llullder
Politics
Politics
Politics
llullder

of homos into which the shadow of
Death has been cast by oDIclal negli-
gence will always keep allvo thu truth
with legard to him.

Six bundled new made graves are
crying for vengeance against this city
administration. Will they cry In vain?

The Ii iiipinls holocaust Is now a nine
da;. s wonder and tho Harrison boom
for prcMdcut can bob up again.

, Wlhl a fane! Harrison appointed
the AldiTiuiiule Investigating Commit-
tee!

Hau Nnu's Civil Service fraud has
mined our Fire Department.

Han Nou and Wood!

It Is the opinion of many people llmt
any one avIio lost a relative In thelro-quoi- s

Theater tiro should silo tluj city
for damages. A city which wljtl elect
and such a
Mayor as HiiitNou must and 'should
pay tho penalty.

HARRISON WARNED.

The Chicago Eagle, Over and Over Again,
Called His Attention to

Fire Traps.

The Following Extracts from the Files
of This Paper Recall the

Damning: Facts.

How the Mayor Can Hope to Escape His
Just Punishment Is a

Mystery.

He Should Be Arrested Under the Char-
ter Provision for Not Enforcing

the Law,

And Should Be Removed from Office Upon
Being Found Guilty in a

Coiirt.

Harrison has been warned often
enough, that his of
the lire ordinances was a menace to
public life.

That awful lire trap, the Columbia
theater, which Harrison permitted to
inn wide open, burned from pit to
roof In llftoou minutes on Monioo
street. Fortunately there aviis no per-
formance ut the time and 1.000 lives
that would surely have boon lost other- -

No, were saved.
Of course the City Council at once

made a bin If at amending thu lire or-

dinances.
(See Council proceedings.)
Hut jio of the or-

dinances by the mayor still continued.
The Orpheum Theater, opposite the

city hall, on Washington street, limn-
ed from pit to roof, under Harrison's
adiu'iilstratlou. Fortunately no audi-
ence was In It at the time. Hut tho
attention of the public aviis called to
Harrison's of the tiro
am) building ordinance's, A public
howl; otllclal hypocritical cant from
Harrison, and nothing done as usual.

The St. Luke's Sanitarium. 'Jlst
street and Wabash avenue, burned.
'1 Aventy-nln- e lives Avere lost. Includ-
ing a member of thu Hoard of Alder-
men.

.More amendments to the tiro ordi-
nance.

More apathy and neglect of duty on
the part of tlie mayor.

The Lincoln Hotel on Madison street
burned. IVenty-tw- o lives lost. The
oidluanco violated. Moro howl. More

by the mayor.
These things showed Mayor Harri-

son's laxity In u convincing Avay.
The Chicago Ragle frequently called

Mayor Harrison's attention to tlie
of the laws governing

theaters, as our readers avIII recollect
and as the following extracts from our
tiles plainly prove:

From the Chicago Fugle, .Taiiuary
-- ., llioa:

Are the theaters of Chicago proper-
ly safe-guarde- d In case of lire?

This question Is of Importance to
tho public, for the reason that there
Is a general belief that the city ordi-
nances are being violated In regard to
overcrowding and that the lives of the
people are theieby endangered by the
proprietors of nearly all tho theaters
In this city.

Chicago Fugle, .lanuary 25, ino-J- :

'Ihoio i but one fireproof theater hi
tho thy and perhaps a practical test
would prove It lo bo a llrepronf oven.

Chicago Fugle. January 25. 1002:
Tlieie will bo a holocaust In one of our
Chicago theaters somo day and this
rotten city admliiNtratlon will bo
hhiuiccl tor It.

'Chicago Faglo, .lanuaiy 25, 1002:
Almost every night sees aNIes full of
seats In Chicago theaters In dellaueu of
the law.

Chicago Fugle, .lanuary 25, 1002:
Ifow much do the Chicago thoatois
"give up" over at tho city hall that
Ihey are permitted to vlolato tho law
with Impunity?

Chicago Faglo, January 25, 1002:
Human life N very cheap In Chicago.
Chicago theaters Imperil hundreds of
Ihes eery night.

Chicago Fagle, February 1, 1002:

'I hero will be a holocaust In one of our
theaters some day and this rotten city
administration can be blamed for it.

Chicago Fagle, February 8. 1002:
Walt till one of tho Chicago theaters
bain up. Then you will hear a howl
about the- - enforcement of ordinances.
Thu best Avay to avoid tho IioavI nnd
save llfo Is to enforce them now.

Chicago Fugle, February 8, 1002:
Theiu will bo a holocaust In ono of our
Chicago theaters some day and this
rotten city administration cau bo
blamed for it.

Chicago Fagle. February S, 1002:
There Is but one llreproof theater In
this city and perhaps u practical test
Avouhl provu It to bo u llreproof oven.

Chicago Fagle, February 15, 1002:
The sale of "standing room" In Chi-
cago theaters must be nbollshed.

Chicago Fugle. February 15, 1002:
The city authorities have boon fore-
warned ulMiut the dangerous condition
of Chicago theaters. If anything oc-
curs they will be held responsible for
It.

Chicago Fagle, February IS, 1002:
Chicago ought to havo Biifo theaters.

Chicago Fagle, February 15, 1002:
Tl.e building department does not en-

forco the ordinances governing
theaters,

Chicago Fugle, February 15. 1002:
The next Chicago theater to burn will
piobably be tilled with people.

Chicago Fugle, February 22, 1002:
Xo Chicago theater burned last week.
Consequently no lives wero lost.

Chicago Fagle, February 22, 1002:
City olllelals who neglect to enforco
tho room theater ordi-
nance should ho Indicted,

Chicago Faglo, February 22, 1002:
Chicago will furnish a the, horror ouo
of these days that will appal tho
world.

Chicago Fagle. February 22, 1002:
Chicago theater managers havo ndopt-e- d

a new M'hcinc. They sell much of
their "standing room" for the galleries
thus Inci easing tho risk of human life,

Chicago Fagle, March 1, 1002: How
many of our best theaters Avouhl Avlth-stan- d

the dropping of a match.

Chicago Fagle. July 5, 1002: Tho
not big tiro horror for Avhlch the
Harrison administration will bu held
accountable, togegther with bis build-
ing department, will bo In some of the
theaters of Chicago. These places of
amusement are now In woro shape
than at any time In the history of the
city. They are being nightly packed m
the doors, tho oils are crowded, thoto
are seats In tho aisles and standing
room In the roar, Is occupied to sin it
an extent as to encroach, up n tiu
safely of people occupying seats.

Chicago Fagle. October 17, lOoili
Tho Fagle Is of the opinion that thu Lu
Sa'.'o Is not the only theater Avhlch

should be subjected to a rigid Inspec-
tion by the city authorities, in addi-

tion there hhould bo llieiaen on duty


